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Celebrating Celebrating 
Green Infrastructure: Green Infrastructure: 

Showcasing Innovation Showcasing Innovation 
in the City of Surreyin the City of Surrey

June 16June 16thth 20062006

Green Infrastructure Partnership
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Green Infrastructure Partnership: Green Infrastructure Partnership: 
Convening for Action in British ColumbiaConvening for Action in British Columbia

Context Presentation at Showcasing Innovation #2
Surrey, June 2006

Kim A Stephens, MEng, PEng
Program Coordinator, Water Sustainability Action Plan for BC

Water Sustainability Committee of the BC Water & Waste Association

Key MessagesKey Messages

THE GOALTHE GOAL of the of the Showcasing Innovation Showcasing Innovation 
SeriesSeries is to build regional capacity through is to build regional capacity through 
sharing of green infrastructure approaches, sharing of green infrastructure approaches, 
experiences and lessons learned as an experiences and lessons learned as an 
outcome of outcome of ‘‘designing with naturedesigning with nature’’. . 

THE SERIESTHE SERIES is a building block process is a building block process ------
each time the objective is to raise the bar    each time the objective is to raise the bar    
when celebrating successes in when celebrating successes in 
Greater Vancouver municipalitiesGreater Vancouver municipalities
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Celebrating 
Green Infrastructure

Convening for ActionConvening for Action
Showcasing InnovationShowcasing Innovation

Drought, Forest Fires and Floods in 2003Drought, Forest Fires and Floods in 2003
Created a Created a ‘‘Teachable MomentTeachable Moment’’ for Change for Change 

that resulted in thethat resulted in the
Water Sustainability Action Plan for BCWater Sustainability Action Plan for BC
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The Water Sustainability 
Action Plan for BC….

… provides a partnership umbrella for                          
an array of on-the-ground initiatives that promote  
a ‘water-centric’ approach to community planning

and the Province are and the Province are 
partnering to deliver the partnering to deliver the 

Water Sustainability Action PlanWater Sustainability Action Plan

Green 
Infrastructure
Partnership

Convening 
for Action
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When When ‘‘convening for actionconvening for action’’, , 
we build capacity through a we build capacity through a 

33--step process:step process:

1.1. ChallengeChallenge practitioners and others to   practitioners and others to   
step back from existing waysstep back from existing ways--ofof--thinkingthinking

2.2. InformInform them regarding alternativesthem regarding alternatives

3.3. ProvideProvide the tools & experience to          the tools & experience to          
develop land and use water differentlydevelop land and use water differently

Change onChange on--thethe--ground is being ground is being 
advanced through partnerships:advanced through partnerships:

Green Infrastructure Green Infrastructure 
Partnership Partnership 
Convening for ActionConvening for Action
Water Bucket Website Water Bucket Website 
PartnershipPartnership
Water Balance Model Water Balance Model 
PartnershipPartnership
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Celebrating 
Green Infrastructure

Convening for ActionConvening for Action
Showcasing InnovationShowcasing Innovation

In May 2005, the GIP convened In May 2005, the GIP convened 
the the ‘‘REAC Consultation WorkshopREAC Consultation Workshop’’

Because it is lonely Because it is lonely 
being a champion, being a champion, 
and everyone is busy, and everyone is busy, 
participants participants 
expressed a strong expressed a strong 
desire to share desire to share ‘‘how how 
to do itto do it’’ experiences experiences 
onon--thethe--ground and ground and 
pool resources pool resources 
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The GIP is implementing the The GIP is implementing the 
program that was an outcome of the program that was an outcome of the 

REAC WorkshopREAC Workshop

Speaker 
Series

Workshop 
Roadshow

Green 
Infrastructure 

Standards 

Website Communication 
Guide for

Elected Officials

Guide to 
Green

Infrastructure 
Standards

Project Tours

Streamlined 
Environmental 

Approvals 
Protocol

Communication 
Guide for

Senior Managers

Outreach & Continuing Education Program (OCEP)Outreach & Continuing Education Program (OCEP)

Water Balance 
ModelCelebrating 

Green 
Infrastructure:
Showcasing 
Innovation

Series

The Showcasing Innovation Series 
is a provincial pilot 

The GIP has a CommunityThe GIP has a Community--ofof--Interest Interest 
on on waterbucket.cawaterbucket.ca

www.greeninfrastructure.ca
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The goal is to educate stakeholders on The goal is to educate stakeholders on 
howhow to implement a to implement a ‘‘Design with NatureDesign with Nature’’

approach to community designapproach to community design

Develop compact, complete Develop compact, complete 
communitiescommunities
Increase transportation optionsIncrease transportation options
Reduce the loads on water, Reduce the loads on water, 
waste and energy systemswaste and energy systems

Protect and restore Protect and restore 
urban urban ‘‘greengreen’’ spacespace
Strive for a lighter Strive for a lighter 
‘‘hydrologic footprinthydrologic footprint’’
Achieve higher levels Achieve higher levels 
of stream, wet land of stream, wet land 
and lake protectionand lake protection

Showcasing Innovation Series Showcasing Innovation Series -- 20062006

MAYMAY –– North Vancouver used a lane, an North Vancouver used a lane, an 
arterial highway and the Maplewood community arterial highway and the Maplewood community 
to illustrate the benefits of innovation. to illustrate the benefits of innovation. 

JUNEJUNE –– The SurreyThe Surrey focus is on what can be focus is on what can be 
accomplished onaccomplished on--thethe--ground, now and over the ground, now and over the 
next 50 years, to restore watershed function. next 50 years, to restore watershed function. 

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER –– The focus will be on The focus will be on 
‘‘sustainable streetssustainable streets’’ at UBC and in the City of at UBC and in the City of 
VancouverVancouver


