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The Water Sustainability The Water Sustainability 
Committee is a roundtable of:Committee is a roundtable of:

Government agencies and crown corporations Government agencies and crown corporations ––
municipal, regional, provincial and federalmunicipal, regional, provincial and federal
NonNon--governmental organizations governmental organizations –– such as       such as       
Smart Growth on the Ground, the Smart Growth on the Ground, the RivershedRivershed SocietySociety
Academia Academia –– University of British ColumbiaUniversity of British Columbia
The private sector The private sector –– for for example,Terasenexample,Terasen

……and has project partnerships with a and has project partnerships with a 
diverse group of organizations diverse group of organizations ––

for example, the Real Estate Foundation &                       for example, the Real Estate Foundation &                       
Master Municipal Construction Documents AssociationMaster Municipal Construction Documents Association



Stewardship of a limited and
vital resource, water, 

actively supported by an 
aware and enlightened citizenry



The Water Sustainability 
Action Plan for BC….

… provides a partnership umbrella for                          
an array of on-the-ground initiatives that promote  
a ‘water-centric’ approach to community planning



is partnering with the is partnering with the 
Province to deliver the Action PlanProvince to deliver the Action Plan
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Change is being advanced Change is being advanced 
through these partnerships:through these partnerships:

Convening for Action Convening for Action 
Water Bucket Website Water Bucket Website 
PartnershipPartnership
Water Balance Model Water Balance Model 
PartnershipPartnership
Green Infrastructure Green Infrastructure 
PartnershipPartnership
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Building on Case Study Experience: Building on Case Study Experience: 
Convening for Action in the South OkanaganConvening for Action in the South Okanagan

WaterWater--Centric Planning:                Centric Planning:                
A Guidebook for British ColumbiaA Guidebook for British Columbia

South Okanagan South Okanagan 
Regional Growth StrategyRegional Growth Strategy

Convening for Action Convening for Action 
in the South Okanaganin the South Okanagan

Town of Oliver: Town of Oliver: 
Smart Growth on the GroundSmart Growth on the Ground



When When ‘‘convening for actionconvening for action’’, , 
we build capacity through a we build capacity through a 

33--step process:step process:

1.1. Challenge practitioners and others to step Challenge practitioners and others to step 
back from existing paradigmsback from existing paradigms

2.2. Inform them regarding alternativesInform them regarding alternatives

3.3. Provide tools & experience to do differentlyProvide tools & experience to do differently

“To Make Change Happen, It Has to Happen on the Ground”
- Ted van der Gulik, Ministry of Agriculture & Lands, 2005



WaterWater--Centric Planning meansCentric Planning means……..

……we will plan with a view to water we will plan with a view to water 
–– whether we are planning           whether we are planning           

for a site, a region, or the Provincefor a site, a region, or the Province

Water OUT = Water IN 



Water Stewardship and ActionWater Stewardship and Action

WaysWays -- thinking, planning and acting thinking, planning and acting 
together as stewards of water, committed together as stewards of water, committed 
to sustainability.to sustainability.

MeansMeans -- landscape/watershed based landscape/watershed based 
assessments, strategic assessments, strategic plans and resultsplans and results--
focused partnered delivery.focused partnered delivery.

Results Results -- available, affordable, clean wateravailable, affordable, clean water



Decision focusedDecision focused
Applies a unifying philosophyApplies a unifying philosophy

Basin, watershed/landscapeBasin, watershed/landscape--based water based water 
management practices.management practices.

Uses a pragmatic approachUses a pragmatic approach
Compares source, consumption and runCompares source, consumption and run--off volumes off volumes 
based on different management strategies. based on different management strategies. 

Decision support toolsDecision support tools
Water Balance Model, Water Conservation Calculator, Water Balance Model, Water Conservation Calculator, 
and Water/energy Nexus Calculatorand Water/energy Nexus Calculator



DecisionDecision--making context:making context:
Interests, Roles and ResponsibilitiesInterests, Roles and Responsibilities
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waterbucket.cawaterbucket.ca is a resourceis a resource--rich rich 
‘‘destination locationdestination location’’ for timely and for timely and 

provocative informationprovocative information



waterbucket.cawaterbucket.ca has seven has seven 
““CommunitiesCommunities--ofof--InterestInterest””



WaterBucketWaterBucket partnerspartners



www.waterbalance.ca

www.waterbalance.ca

Key Message: 
Anybody with a computer 

and internet connection 
can access the model



www.waterbalance.ca

IGP Partners



www.waterbalance.ca

Inter-Governmental Partnership: 
Vision

To promote changes in land 
development practices so that:

The built environment will preserve and/or 
restore the natural water balance over time
Performance targets will be achieved for 
rainwater runoff volume and flow rate reduction 
at the source, where rain falls



Planners: Tool for Better Use of Space
Engineers: Tool for Pre-Design
Landscape Architects: Tool for Green Solutions
Ecologists: Tool for Watershed Function
Educators: Tool for Social Marketing

Water Balance Model promotes Water Balance Model promotes 
Integration of PerspectivesIntegration of Perspectives



Green Infrastructure Partnership



The Green Infrastructure Partnership The Green Infrastructure Partnership 
is educating stakeholders regarding is educating stakeholders regarding 

‘‘Design with NatureDesign with Nature
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By By ‘‘Design with NatureDesign with Nature’’, we mean, we mean……

Develop compact, complete Develop compact, complete 
communitiescommunities
Increase transportation Increase transportation 
optionsoptions
Reduce the loads on water, Reduce the loads on water, 
waste and energy systemswaste and energy systems
Protect and restore urban Protect and restore urban 
‘‘greengreen’’ spacespace
Strive for a lighter Strive for a lighter 
‘‘hydrologic footprinthydrologic footprint’’
Achieve higher levels of Achieve higher levels of 
stream, wet land and lake stream, wet land and lake 
protectionprotection



Drought, Forest Fires and FloodsDrought, Forest Fires and Floods
Have Created a Have Created a 

‘‘Teachable MomentTeachable Moment’’ for Changefor Change

In Conclusion:


