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The Water Sustainability 
Action Plan for BC….

… provides a partnership umbrella for                          
an array of on-the-ground initiatives that promote  
a ‘water-centric’ approach to community planning



WaterWater--Centric Planning meansCentric Planning means……..

……we will plan with a view to water we will plan with a view to water 
–– whether we are planning           whether we are planning           

for a site, a region, or the Provincefor a site, a region, or the Province

Water OUT = Water IN 



The goal is toThe goal is to……

...move British Columbia ...move British Columbia 
towards a water balance towards a water balance 
wayway--ofof--thinkingthinking and actingand acting



Change is being advanced Change is being advanced 
through these partnerships:through these partnerships:

Convening for Action Convening for Action 
Water Bucket Website Water Bucket Website 
PartnershipPartnership
Water Balance Model Water Balance Model 
PartnershipPartnership
Green Infrastructure Green Infrastructure 
PartnershipPartnership



When When ‘‘convening for actionconvening for action’’, , 
we build capacity through a we build capacity through a 

33--step process:step process:

1.1. Challenge practitioners and others to step Challenge practitioners and others to step 
back from existing paradigmsback from existing paradigms

2.2. Inform them regarding alternativesInform them regarding alternatives

3.3. Provide tools & experience to do differentlyProvide tools & experience to do differently

“To Make Change Happen, It Has to Happen on the Ground”
- Ted van der Gulik, Ministry of Agriculture & Lands, 2005



waterbucket.cawaterbucket.ca is a resourceis a resource--rich rich 
‘‘destination locationdestination location’’ for timely and for timely and 

provocative informationprovocative information



waterbucket.cawaterbucket.ca has seven has seven 
““CommunitiesCommunities--ofof--InterestInterest””



www.waterbalance.ca

www.waterbalance.ca

Key Message: 
Anybody with a computer 

and internet connection 
can access the model



www.waterbalance.ca

Inter-Governmental Partnership: 
Vision

To promote changes in land 
development practices so that:

The built environment will preserve and/or 
restore the natural water balance over time
Performance targets will be achieved for 
rainwater runoff volume and flow rate reduction 
at the source, where rain falls



www.waterbalance.ca

The Water Balance Model isThe Water Balance Model is……

A tool that quantifies the benefits A tool that quantifies the benefits ––
in terms of reducing in terms of reducing rainwater runoff volumerainwater runoff volume
-- of installing source controls under different of installing source controls under different 

land use, soil and climate conditionsland use, soil and climate conditions



Planners: Tool for Better Use of Space
Engineers: Tool for Pre-Design
Landscape Architects: Tool for Green Solutions
Ecologists: Tool for Watershed Function
Educators: Tool for Social Marketing

Water Balance Model promotes Water Balance Model promotes 
Integration of PerspectivesIntegration of Perspectives



The Green Infrastructure Partnership The Green Infrastructure Partnership 
is educating stakeholders regarding is educating stakeholders regarding 

‘‘Design with NatureDesign with Nature

Speaker 
Series

Workshop 
Roadshow

Green 
Infrastructure 

Standards 

Website Communication 
Guide for

Elected Officials

Guide to 
Green

Infrastructure 
Standards

Project Tours

Streamlined 
Environmental 

Approvals 
Protocol

Communication 
Guide for

Senior Managers

Outreach & Continuing Education Program (OCEP)Outreach & Continuing Education Program (OCEP)

Water Balance 
Model



Build a Vision, Create a LegacyBuild a Vision, Create a Legacy

•• Issue:Issue: How Will We Accommodate How Will We Accommodate 
Settlement Pressures?Settlement Pressures?

•• Impact:Impact: The Landscape is Being Transformed 
•• Sustainability:Sustainability: Means Design with NatureMeans Design with Nature

•• Built Environment:Built Environment: We Can Improve It We Can Improve It 
•• Natural Environment:Natural Environment: We Can Protect ItWe Can Protect It
•• Cumulative Benefits:Cumulative Benefits: Accrue Over TimeAccrue Over Time
•• Desired Outcome:Desired Outcome: Sustain Community LivabilitySustain Community Livability


