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1. Education

• British Columbia vs. Washington State 
• Convening for Action on Vancouver Island
• WBM Vancouver Island Coordinating Team

2. Financial Incentives
• $ for planning
• $ for capital
• $ for recognition



1.1. EDUCATION EDUCATION 

The Approach: BC vs. Washington State

BC : Education & Incentives

Washington State: Regulatory & Prescriptive

What have we learned?

“It will take public education to instil a culture change for us to have any hope 
that we can protect aquatic resources in the urban environment.”

Ed O’Brien, Department of Ecology



Convening for Action on Vancouver Island Convening for Action on Vancouver Island 



Vancouver Island Coordinating TeamVancouver Island Coordinating Team
• Mission: To facilitate a consistent, science-based approach to rainwater 

management on Vancouver Island. 
• Objective: Align efforts to advance the state-of-the-practice in rainwater 

management 
• Implementation is keyed to use of the Water Balance Model 

• Team includes representatives from:
• Ministry of Environment, 
• Ministry of Agriculture & Lands
• Ministry of Community Services
• Department of Fisheries and Oceans
• First Nations
• Local Government



Is traditional stormwater management  sustainable?
“Stormwater is the leading cause of water quality problems in 
surveyed lakes and streams.” U.S. EPA

What have we learned?What have we learned?



Traditional Traditional 
Stormwater Stormwater 

ManagementManagement

Integrated Integrated 
Rainwater Rainwater 

ManagementManagement

Protecting Stream HealthProtecting Stream Health





Ministry of Community ServicesMinistry of Community Services

RAINwater Management: WHY MCS?

• Mandate: To promote sustainable, livable communities.
• Implement by: Providing advice and resources to local 

governments for sustainable development and address issues 
related to communities’ social, economic and environmental 
well-being

• Local Government Department:
• Infrastructure Funding
• Community Planning
• Bylaw Approval (Inspector of Municipalities)



Local Government LeadersLocal Government Leaders

Metchosin: Rainwater Management Bylaw 

Lantzville: Low Impact Development Standards

GVRD: Stormwater Source Control Design Guidelines

Saanich: No building within 200 yr floodplain 

West Vancouver, 
District of North Van 
and City of North Van: Urban Tree Canopy Interception Research

and Courtenay’s…and Port Coquitlam’s…and Maple Ridge’s…and 
Surrey’s…and Chilliwack’s…and…and …



2. FINANCIAL INCENTIVES2. FINANCIAL INCENTIVES

PLANNING: Infrastructure Planning Grants

CONSTRUCTION: Capital Grant Programs

RECOGNITION: Green City Awards

Towns for Tomorrow
Gas Tax Agreement
Building Canada Fund



Infrastructure Planning Grant ProgramInfrastructure Planning Grant Program

• Grants up to $10,000 to support infrastructure 
plans and studies.

• Purpose: To assist local governments in 
developing sustainable infrastructure.



Selection Criteria: Support for Selection Criteria: Support for 
Provincial Plans, Goals & GuidelinesProvincial Plans, Goals & Guidelines



Successful Applications Look LikeSuccessful Applications Look Like……
Burnaby: Integrated Stormwater Management Plan

Cumberland: Low Impact Development Planning

Tofino: Low Impact Engineering Specifications

North Van.: Tree Canopy Interception Research

Saanich: Integrated Stormwater Management Plan

Port McNeil: Low Impact Residential Development

Kamloops: Low Impact Development DCC



Capital Grant ProgramsCapital Grant Programs

Capital Grant Programs typically support applications 
that:

Reduce environmental impacts 

Minimize hydrological footprint 

Use  integrated rainwater management technologies

Reduce water supply demand e.g. greywater reuse, 

Utilize low impact development standards

Generate transferable knowledge



• For municipalities with a population under 5,000 
• The program supports projects that:

Advance sustainable planning, design,   construction 
and management; 

Promote innovative approaches; 

Produce environmental benefits

www.townsfortomorrow.gov.bc.ca



Federal Gas Tax AgreementFederal Gas Tax Agreement

• Funds up to 100% of project costs
• Purpose is to help achieve:

Cleaner Water
Cleaner Air
Reduced Greenhouse Gas Emission



Success in View RoyalSuccess in View Royal

$7.4 MILLION to Clean Stormwater and Improve Roadworks



Success in the Capital Regional DistrictSuccess in the Capital Regional District

$296,000 for installation of a 630 m2 green roof.



Building Canada FundBuilding Canada Fund

• November 6, 2007: BC becomes the 1st province to 
sign an agreement under the Building Canada Fund

• Agreement provides more funding over a longer period 
of time than any previous federal infrastructure 
initiative.

• Building Canada is focused on supporting national 
priorities such as a cleaner water

• More details to come



Leveraging ChangeLeveraging Change

TODAY: Program guides “provide direction” and 
ranking criteria supports green projects

TOMORROW: Grant conditions used to bring some 
recipients up to a certain “green” standard 

DOWN THE ROAD: Meeting a “green” standard will 
be a requirement for grant eligibility



RECOGNITION:RECOGNITION: Green City AwardsGreen City Awards

• $500,000 a year awarded to local governments 
• Awarded to BC’s most SUSTAINABILE 

communities



Green City AwardsGreen City Awards
Winners of B.C.'s inaugural Green City Awards

City of Vancouver: Sustainable Street 
Initiative. E.g. Crown Street

Regional District of Nanaimo: Infiltration 
pond at RDN offices, creek daylighting etc



““TodayToday’’s expectations are the standards of tomorrow.s expectations are the standards of tomorrow.””



Questions?Questions?
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