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Beyond the Guidebook Seminar

Under the umbrella of the Water Sustainability Action Plan for British Columbia1, the Green Infrastructure
Partnership2 rolled out Beyond the Guidebook at a Vancouver seminar in November 20073.
Because the Ministry of Community Services4 and
Fisheries and Oceans Canada5 are on the Steering
Committee for the Green Infrastructure Partnership, the
Beyond the Guidebook Seminar provided a timely
opportunity to inform local government and land use
practitioners regarding the emerging policy framework
and senior government expectations for applying a
Beyond the Guidebook6 approach to land development
and watershed management.
Released in June 2007, Beyond the Guidebook refers to
a runoff-based approach7 to drainage modeling that
connects the dots between source control evaluation
and stream health assessment. In a nutshell, it means
this is ‘where science meets analysis' because runoff
volume management is directly linked to stream erosion
and water quality8.
Chris Jensen, Ministry of Community Services,
explained the regulatory and legal framework in a
presentation titled Integration of Rainwater Management
and Green Infrastructure: The Province's Perspective9.
His presentation was structured in two parts: Education;
Financial Incentives.
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‘Made in BC’ Educational Approach is Working
For the purposes of establishing a relevant frame of reference for rainwater
management and green infrastructure, Chris Jensen opened his presentation by
providing a contrast with Washington State. A decade ago, British Columbia and
Washington State had the same science and a common understanding of what it
meant. The two jurisdictions had the same point of departure. A decade later, the two
are on diverging paths10.
According to Chris Jensen, “In BC, we have come to the realization that prescriptive
approaches stifle innovation. By telling people how far they must go, that’s as far as
they go. They don’t go much beyond what is required for an approval. This is the story
that we are hearing from people in Washington State.”
”In BC, the approach that we are
taking is to set the goal. As a result,
we are seeing people in local
governments leapfrogging each other
to see how close they can get to the
goal,”
continued
Jensen,
“Our
observation is that people are not
stopping at the numbers on the page
and saying ‘well, we have met that
criterion’. Rather, they are often going
above and beyond what is required.”
Jensen added that the Province made
a conscious decision to create change
through practitioner education, and
after a decade this approach is now
paying dividends.

CAVI - Convening for Action on Vancouver Island
Building on the educational theme that is proving so successful, Chris Jensen then introduced CAVI Convening for Action on Vancouver Island11. CAVI is a grassroots, collective partnership committed to
achieving settlement in balance with ecology12, beginning with water-centric planning13.
CAVI is a regional pilot that is also being
implemented under the umbrella of the Water
Sustainability Action Plan for British Columbia. The
CAVI vision is that by 2010, Vancouver Island will be
well on its way to achieving water sustainability14.
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Vancouver Island Coordinating Team:
Jensen reported that a sub-set of CAVI is the Water Balance Model Vancouver Island Coordinating
Team15 (VICT). He is the Co-Chair. While the mandate of CAVI is to look at all aspects of the water
cycle, the specific focus of VICT is the rainwater management component.
“We are building relationships with local
governments, and we believe we are
fostering a competitive environment,” stated
Jensen, “We talk to local governments about
how they can advance integration of
rainwater
management
with
green
infrastructure.”
“The goal of an integrated approach is to
develop integrated solutions that protect
stream health and enhance community
liveability,” Jensen told his audience.
According to Jensen, “One of the things that
VICT does is to share information on who is
doing what; and in doing this, we are
facilitators for a Vancouver Island network of
practitioners. This builds confidence.”

Green Mandate of the Ministry of Community Services
There may be a question in the minds of some people as to why the Ministry of Community Services is
the lead Ministry for rainwater management and green infrastructure, rather than the Ministry of
Environment. The answer provided by Chris Jensen lies in the fact that the Ministry of Community
Services has responsibility for the Local Government Act and Community Charter.
According to Chris Jensen, “The Ministry of Community Services has an increasing role in ensuring that
local governments are advancing and changing the ways they plan and design their communities for the
better.”
“The mandate of the Ministry has changed somewhat in recent years. Our mission is to promote
sustainable, liveable communities,” continued Jensen, “And rainwater management is a key element of
green solutions.”
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Financial Incentives for Rainwater Management
Chris Jensen elaborated on the array of grant programs administered by his Ministry under the umbrella
of the Green Communities Project. He emphasized that rainwater management is an integral part of the
evaluation criteria for grant applications.
“What is more motivating than green,”
Jensen asked rhetorically, “The Ministry
offers green in order to get green. It
makes sense. Money talks.”
“In the applications that come across our
desks, we have increasingly seen the
influence of the Stormwater Planning
Guidebook in changing the way that local
governments are approaching rainwater
management,” added Jensen.

A Road Map for Leveraging Change
After providing the audience with the highlights and examples for each grant program, Chris Jensen then
described how the Ministry is using the Green Communities Project to advance green infrastructure
province-wide.
“We are slowly raising the bar for local
government,”
stated
Jensen,
“For
example, we are saying show us what you
are doing to protect stream health.”
He then provided a number of
representative examples to illustrate the
expectations of the Ministry when
reviewing capital grant applications: “Let’s
take the case of a water treatment plant.
We will be asking the question: What are
you doing to manage rainwater on site?”
Jensen also emphasized that the Ministry
is providing cash awards to recognize the
efforts of local governments in achieving
design with nature outcomes16.
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Tomorrow’s Standards:
In closing, Chris Jensen made it clear to his audience that: “In terms of providing you with a road map,
today’s expectations are the standards of tomorrow. At the Ministry of Community Services, we believe
that change for the better will be created through the combination of education and financial incentives.”
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