
Showcasing Green Showcasing Green 
Infrastructure Innovation Infrastructure Innovation 

on Vancouver Islandon Vancouver Islandon Vancouver Islandon Vancouver Island
September 26, 2008September 26, 2008



Westhills Overview Westhills Overview 
-- LEEDLEED--NDND

-- Built GreenBuilt GreenBuilt GreenBuilt Green
-- Traditional Traditional 

Neighbourhood Neighbourhood Neighbourhood Neighbourhood 
DevelopmentDevelopment

H i  I tiH i  I ti-- Housing InnovationHousing Innovation
--Community BuildingCommunity Building

-- InfrastructureInfrastructure



Westhills OverviewWesthills OverviewWesthills Overview



Westhills OverviewWesthills OverviewLEED-ND

Leadership in Energy and Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design –
Neighbourhood Development             
Pilot Program

All i l d ltiAll commercial and multi-
family homes must be 
certifiable under LEED-NC 
certification program

All single family housing must 
be certifiable under Built 
Green certification program



Westhills OverviewWesthills OverviewLEED-ND

Leadership in Energy and Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design –
Neighbourhood Development
-Location characteristics

-Alternative transportation strategies

-Water/energy efficiency

-Diversity of uses

Diversity of housing-Diversity of housing

-Pedestrian orientation

-Ecological protection enhancement 
(species, wetlands etc)

C it  t h-Community outreach

-Local food production

-Construction practices

-Waste management

-Lighting policies



Traditional Neighbourhood Design 
or Suburban Sprawl ?



Traditional Neighbourhood 
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Westhills OverviewWesthills OverviewTraditional Neighbourhood 
Design - TND



TND and 
Community Community 
Building
- pedestrian safety, comfort and 
interestinterest
- strong public realm
- designed to support “living local”
- designed to support transportation 
alternatives
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L d i  d Landscaping and 
Community Gardens



Housing Diversity



A deciduous tree, properly placed, A deciduous tree, properly placed, 
will provide important shading 

during the summer 
and allow the winter sun 

through to warm the home.  
A l t h A low-tech 

and effective strategy.



Westhills DESS Goal

The principle goal of Westhills’ District Energy 
Sh i  S t  (DESS) i  t  bl  W thill  Sharing System (DESS) is to enable Westhills 
and its corporate and residential customers to 
minimize their consumption of all forms of p
energy and water within Westhills and to 
demonstrate to our citizens, the community and 
the world our tangible commitment to our the world our tangible commitment to our 
environmental values.
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