
Eric Bonham,
Vancouver Island Liaison

Vancouver Island
report

he Vancouver Island Chapter 
of the BCWWA in conjunction 
with the Convening for Action 
on Vancouver Island (CAVI) 

initiative has been active over the last year. 
The CAVI partnership includes BCWWA, 
Real Estate Foundation of BC, Ministry 
of Environment, Ministry of Community 
Services and the Green Infrastructure 
Partnership. CAVI is an inclusive 
partnership, reaching out to the audiences 
that share a vision of achieving water 
sustainability on Vancouver Island.

CAVI is an innovative and precedent-
setting approach to partnerships and 
collaboration that brings together 
those who plan and regulate land use 
(local government), those who build 
(developers) and those who provide the 
legislative framework (the Province).

The CAVI 2007 program included 
showcasing innovation events to promote 
networking and sharing experiences in 
three regional districts, namely Cowichan 
Valley, Nanaimo and Comox-Strathcona. 
The Showcasing Green Infrastructure 
Innovation Series celebrated on-the-
ground successes and enabled local 
governments to share their stories in a way 
that no other forum currently provides. 
The success of the showcasing events 
established CAVI’s credibility with local 
government and resulted in a partnership 
with the Association of Vancouver Island 
Coastal Communities (AVICC). This 
organization represents the elected local 
government leadership on Vancouver 
Island. In December, CAVI and AVICC co-
hosted a Green Infrastructure Leadership 
Forum in Nanaimo.

A further expansion of the CAVI 
innovation series is planned for 
September 2008 in the Capital Regional 
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District (CRD). The participants 
include the Town of View Royal, City 
of Langford, University of Victoria 
and the CRD. The series will address 
green infrastructure initiatives at 
the neighbourhood or community 
level and identify the necessary 
collaboration and partnerships to 
achieve this goal. The principles 
that CAVI endorses include compact 
communities, efficient transportation 
options, water and energy efficiency as 
well as urban green space protection 
including streams, lakes and wetlands.  

The 2008 CAVI program also 
includes the Learning Lunch Seminar 
Series. The Cowichan Valley Regional 
District and City of Courtenay are 
hosting a series in the Spring and Fall 
respectively on this initiative. The 
Vancouver Island local governments 
that will be participating represent 

some 250,000 people. The Learning 
Lunch Series is a pilot project designed 
for local government capacity-building 
that allows the sharing of ideas and 
the development of common objectives 
regarding water sustainability and land 
use settlement.

Vancouver Island is the pilot region for 
rollout of “Beyond the Guidebook: The New 
Business As Usual” with the adoption of 
an innovative approach to practitioner 
education. This provincial initiative 
builds on the foundation provided by 
“Stormwater Planning: A Guidebook for 
British Columbia”, published in 2002, and 
incorporates further lessons learned over 
the past 6 years.

The CAVI Leadership Team participated 
in the half-day workshop sponsored 
by the Real Estate Foundation at the 
Gaining Ground Sustainable Development 
Conference in Victoria on May 24, 
2008. The workshop took the form 
of a roundtable discussion with the 
development community exploring Green 
Value Strategies. Green Value means land 
use strategies that will accommodate 
settlement needs in practical ways while 
protecting the ecological resources upon 
which the communities depend.

In a parallel initiative, BCWWA is 
creating a Vancouver Island Operators 
Network that will result in an opportunity 
for operators to earn CEUs through 
knowledge transfer, workshops and site 
visits. It is proposed to link this initiative 
to CAVI as part of an integrated water 
sustainability vision for Vancouver 
Island.  The Vancouver Island Operators 
Network will be a collaborative project 
developed among managers and operators 
throughout local governments on 
Vancouver Island. 
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