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a way as to exceed minimum environmental standards 
and protection, where possible.

The community was opposed to increasing user rates 
and to chlorination as a treatment method. Due to the 
forward planning of the community, a reserve fund had 
been developed, which, coupled with grant funding made 
available through the Regional District of Central Kootenay, 
allowed the project to proceed, while keeping user rates at a 
sustainable level.

The treatment system employed includes dual booster 
pumps, self-cleaning media filters, cartridge filters and UV. 
Sodium hypochlorite is added only to maintain chlorine 
residual in the distribution system. No other process 
chemicals are employed.

Congratulations to the community of Ymir, the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay, and BI Pure Water Canada Inc. 
for delivering this successful project for the long-term benefit 
of the people of Ymir.

The Small Water Systems Committee wishes to invite 
nominations for the 2009 award. For more information, or for 
a nomination form, visit us at www.smallwatersystems.com. 

Smal l  Water System Award recip ient: 
ymir, regional district of Central Kootenay
Each year, the BCWWA Small Water Systems Committee seeks 
to recognize small water systems that demonstrate outstanding 
effort in the delivery of safe drinking water. The community of 
Ymir, in the Regional District of Central Kootenay, was awarded 
the Small Water Systems Award for 2008 in recognition of its 
new water treatment plant.

Ymir’s water comes from Quartz Creek, which supplies 
water of excellent quality, but, being surface water, it is 
susceptible to turbidity in spring and potential contamination 
from wildlife. As a result, the system had been placed on 
permanent boil water advisory.

The Ymir water treatment facility was designed with a 
triple bottom-line approach, taking into account the financial, 
environmental and social objectives of the community of 
Ymir and the Regional District of Central Kootenay. Some 
of the sustainable features of the plant include the use of 
recyclable and locally-sourced materials, where feasible. 
Principles of energy efficiency were employed in the design 
of the structure and process components such as increased 
insulation for roof and walls and variable frequency drives 
for pumps. Design and construction was undertaken in such 
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