
 

 

Attachment 1 
 

 
LIQUID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN  
CHANGES FOR SENIOR GOVERNMENT COST SHARING 

1) On Liquid Waste Management Plan page 6, modify the section “Roles and 
Responsibilities” as follows (new text is shown underlined, deleted text is shown struck-
through):  

Roles and Responsibilities  
The extent and complexity of the liquid waste systems, with roles and responsibilities 
being spread between broad levels of governance, require close co-ordination between 
all levels of government, businesses, institutions and homeowners.  This includes the 
cost sharing for major capital projects which provide benefits beyond the region and 
support broader national and provincial mandates.   
 
Tthe following groups have key roles and responsibilities in implementing this Plan: 
 
Federal Government:  
• Environment Canada: regulates pollutants, and protects species at risk.  

• Fisheries and Oceans Canada: mandated to protect fish populations and habitat in 
receiving waters and urban streams. 

• Infrastructure Canada: provides and administers infrastructure co-funding for local 
government projects. 

Provincial Government:  
• Ministry of Environment: regulates liquid waste and approves Liquid Waste 

Management Plans. 

• Ministry of Community and Rural Development: enables infrastructure financing and 
provides co-funding to local governments for civic projects. 

• Ministry of Health: regulates on-site wastewater treatment systems (such as septic 
tanks). 

• Ministry of Agriculture and Lands: encourages responsible agricultural land 
management. 

Local Government:  
• Metro Vancouver and the Greater Vancouver Sewerage and Drainage District 

(GVS&DD): own, maintain and operate regional trunk sewers and major wastewater 
treatment plants, regulate industrial waste discharges, implement required regional 
actions in its plans, report on plan progress, and collaborate with others as 
appropriate. 

• Municipal members of the GVS&DD: own and maintain collector sewers, implement 
municipal actions set out in the regional liquid waste management plan, manage 
stormwater systems, report on their progress on actions required in the plan, set local 
land use plans and community development standards. 

First Nations: have constitutional rights which must be taken into account in the 
planning process. 
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Homeowners, businesses, institutions, and crown corporations: own and maintain 
private property sewer connections and private stormwater management systems. 

 
 
2) On Liquid Waste Management Plan page 30, modify the section “Financial Plan” as 

follows (new text is shown underlined, deleted text is shown struck-through): 
 
Financial Plan 
Metro Vancouver and its members recover most of the costs to build, operate and 
maintain their liquid waste infrastructure from users. These are not adequate, however, 
to wholly finance major capital projects such as upgrading primary wastewater treatment 
plants to secondary treatment, and therefore, historically senior levels of governments 
have provided significant cost sharing for major capital projects.   
 
North Shore and Vancouver Secondary Treatment Upgrades 
The cost of the upgrades for the Iona Island and North Shore plants is estimated in the 
order of $1.4 billion.  
 
While various pricing mechanisms can more equitably allocate the costs among the 
users of municipal and Metro Vancouver’s liquid waste management services, they do 
not offer new revenue sources.  Similarly, different financing and operating models may 
be able to make annual financing appear less burdensome, but they also do not offer 
new revenue sources.   Through the IRR process, opportunities to access resources 
from the liquid waste system to create new revenues may be possible, but these are 
uncertain and cannot be relied upon to address the capital funding needs of this plan. 
 
The current regional average household levy for Metro Vancouver services varies from 
$160 to $180 depending on the sewerage area—municipal sewerage and drainage 
services are additional. Without senior government cost sharing, Metro Vancouver 
average household levies are estimated to increase by over 600% over the next two 
decades for North Shore and Vancouver Sewerage Area homeowners.   
 
Table 2 Scenarios for Annual Household Levies by Sewerage Area 

 
2a)  Sequencing Lions Gate by 2020 and Iona Island by 2030  
 (includes inflation and 2/3 senior government cost sharing) 
Sewerage 

Area 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Fraser $156       170 235 246 272 
Lulu Island $157 171 246 266 287 

North Shore $181 288 407 462 523 
Vancouver $159 248 303 334 418 

 
2b)  Sequencing Lions Gate by 2020 and Iona Island by 2030  
 (includes inflation and 1/3 senior government cost sharing) 
 
Sewerage 

Area 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Fraser $156 $182 $268 $300 $379 
Lulu Island $157 $184 $265 $310 $392 

North Shore $181 $308 $602 $757 $917 
Vancouver $159 $251 $306 $459 $743 
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2c)  Sequencing Lions Gate by 2020 and Iona Island by 2030  
 (includes inflation but no senior government cost sharing) 
 
Sewerage 

Area 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

Fraser $156 192 307 390 504 
Lulu Island $157 195 319 403 492 

North Shore $181 324 886 968 1388 
Vancouver $159 265 342 592 1171 

 
The above three tables all assume that long term debt is amortized over 15 years. 
 
While Metro Vancouver and its members will work with senior government, businesses 
and its communities to identify cost-effective solutions, significant and equitable federal 
and provincial cost sharing to ease the homeowners’ burden is needed and expected by 
Metro Vancouver and its members.   
 
This plan includes a commitment to upgrading both the Lions Gate and Iona Island 
primary treatment plants to secondary level treatment. Given the significant cost and that 
the work is designed to fulfill environmental policy goals shared by all three levels of 
government, this plan assumes provincial and federal financial commitments will be 
forthcoming.  Metro Vancouver will only commit to accelerating the completion of both 
the Lions Gate and Iona Island Wastewater Treatment Plants by 2020 upon assurances 
by the provincial and federal governments that they will each contribute 1/3 of the total 
capital cost by way of grants.  
 
Metro Vancouver and member municipalities will seek expect infrastructure funding from 
both senior levels of government consistent with the responsibilities identified in the 
Canada-wide Strategy for the Management of Municipal Wastewater Effluent. In 
addition, Metro Vancouver will work with its member municipalities to ensure that the 
cumulative cost implications of this plan are mitigated through appropriate financial 
strategies such as rate smoothing. 
 

3)  On Liquid Waste Management Plan Table of Contents, add: 
 
Table 2: Scenarios for Annual Household Levies by Sewerage Area, with page numbers 
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