
At 10%, biodiversity and abundance initially impacted

By 30%, most urban watersheds may be
unable to sustain abundant self-supporting
populations of cold-water fish

B-IBI = 30 is the
threshold level for
creek health

Acute aquatic life criterion

Fish would already be gone by the
time pollutant loading is a factor in
fish survivability

Chronic aquatic life criterion

Hydrology
Threshold @ 30%

Water Quality
Threshold @ 60%
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Reference Levels for Land Use Planning 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Chapter 2 in Stormwater Planning: A Guidebook for British Columbia, released June 2002 


