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The CAVI Partnership is pleased to announce  
that it is collaborating with three regional districts 
and their member municipalities to present…. 
 

 

Showcasing Green Infrastructure Innovation 
On Vancouver Island: The 2007 Series 

 
How land is developed determines how water is used, and how water runs off the land 

 
 
 
 
WHY: 

The purpose of the Showcasing Innovation Series is to celebrate… 
and build on…the on-the-ground successes that are enhancing the 
ways communities are being developed and water is being managed.  

The goal is to promote networking, build regional capacity, and 
move ‘from awareness to action’ --- through sharing of approaches, 
tools, experiences and lessons learned. 

 
 
WHAT: 

Green infrastructure is associated with how water is used and how 
water use impacts on the sustainability of water supply.  

Green infrastructure is also associated with the management of 
water that runs off the land and how water runoff impacts on the 
sustainability of both terrestrial and aquatic habitat and resources. 

Friday, September 14, 2007 
Friday, September 28, 2007 
Friday, October 12, 2007 

Regional District of Nanaimo 
Cowichan Valley Regional District 
Regional District of Comox-Strathcona 

WHEN & 
WHERE: 

Each event comprises presentations in the morning and a tour of project sites in the afternoon 

WHO: The Series will be of interest to Engineering, Planning, Public Works, Development 
Services, Parks and Environment Departments in Regional Districts and Municipalities 

For more 
information: 

Kim Stephens, PEng, Program Coordinator, Water Sustainability Action Plan for BC 
sustainabilitycoordinator@shaw.ca  OR www.conveningforaction.ca  
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Showcasing Innovation in the Nanaimo Region: 
‘Designing with Nature’ 

The Regional District of Nanaimo and City of Nanaimo will showcase their over-arching ‘green 
development' policies and how they are being implemented on the ground. The combination of 
presentations in the morning and a tour of project sites in the afternoon will provide some insight into 
strengths and limitations in trying to develop in a more sustainable manner.  
Three policies each address public concerns on different scales: a regional Climate Change policy (which 
led to Community Action Plans for Greenhouse Gas Reduction); a Steep Slope subdivision development 
policy, and two site-specific approaches: a Green 'Sustainable' building construction policy for City 
buildings and an alternative rainwater treatment approach taken at a commercial industrial site. Each policy 
and application represents a 'first' for either the region or the City of Nanaimo.   
In the City, the site tour will feature Cottle Creek Estates (Steep Slope Development), the Oliver Road 
Community Centre (LEED Silver Green Building), and the ‘Island Kenworth’ site on Northfield Road. In 
the Regional District, the tour will feature the Fairwinds Green Solutions Demonstration Home, a rainwater 
infiltration pond at the RDN offices, and creek channel daylighting at the Greater Nanaimo treatment plant. 

Showcasing Innovation in the Cowichan Basin: 
‘Partnerships and Collaboration – Moving from Concept to Reality’ 

The Cowichan Valley Regional District, District of North Cowichan and City of Duncan will showcase the 
role of partnerships – first, in developing a shared vision of what the ‘valley future’ can look like; and next, 
in implementing actions that will bring the vision to fruition. The unifying theme is: to make things happen, 
local governments need to partner and pool resources. 
The Cowichan Basin Water Management Plan has been developed through a uniquely inclusive 
consultation process; and provides the umbrella for aligning community development policies with 
emerging best practices. Featured projects will cascade down in scale from the basin….to a neighbourhood 
and subdivision…. to an industrial park….and to the site/house. 
The setting for an interactive experience will be O.U.R. Ecovillage, located near Shawnigan Lake. The 
theme is blending urban with rural to achieve quality of life. Participants will be challenged to brainstorm 
what aspects of the Ecovillage experience can local governments transfer to an urban development setting? 

Showcasing Innovation in the Comox Valley: 
‘Connecting to Sustainability’ 

The Regional District of Comox-Strathcona and the City of Courtenay will showcase on-the-ground 
benefits that result when local governments collaborate to integrate their efforts, and are guided by an 
holistic way-of-thinking and acting. Case studies will demonstrate how to ‘connect the dots’ to achieve 
integrated and sustainable outcomes.  
Featured projects will range from the Comox Lake Watershed Assessment, the first to be completed 
pursuant to the Province’s new ‘Comprehensive Drinking Water Source to Tap Assessment Guideline’…to 
servicing of the Home Depot site and surrounding commercial development area. Home Depot is the first 
application of deep-well injection in BC for returning rainwater runoff to the ground. Also, the innovative 
design of the water supply system serving the surrounding area is saving everyone money while reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

 


