
City's urban forest grows by 3,000 more trees
 

Planting by municipal workers set to achieve park board goal of 
having 153,000 street trees by end of this decade
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Nik Lulic (left) and John Saunby tend trees in the 3000-lock of East 16th.
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Vancouver has continued to add to its urban forest by planting another 3,000 street trees this winter, at 

a rate of about 30 or 40 new trees a day. 

The total number of street trees in Vancouver's 22 districts now stands at 138,000, compared to only 

80,000 back in 1990. 

Between November and March every year, about 3,000 new trees are added by the park board. About 

half replace old, diseased or damaged trees; the rest are new additions to the landscape. 

By the end of the decade, the total number of street trees across the city should reach at least 153,000. 

This does not include the thousands of existing trees or those in private gardens, as well as public 

parks and gardens that also contribute to what is recognized as the overall "urban forest." 

At least 30 different kinds of street trees are planted each year, including popular selections such as 

katsuras, maples and magnolias. 

Bill Stephen, acting city arborist, says a new cultivar that looks as if it will be a successful addition is the 

Persian ironwood, Parrotia persica 'Ruby Vase.' A medium-sized deciduous tree, it grows 10 to 15 

metres high and has a handsome vase shape. This means the canopy will provide shade in summer 

but branches won't interfere with traffic or pedestrians. 

"We think this is an excellent boulevard tree," says Stephen. "It is also totally heat tolerant and disease 

resistant and is a good replacement for linden trees, which can be rather messy because they attract 

aphids and drop honeydew." 
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Stephen says another, almost identical form of ironwood called 'Vanessa,' also is being planted. 

It too has outstanding qualities, including a sensational autumn display when the leaves change colour 

and turn shades of orange, crimson and gold. 

Ornamental cherry trees are still popular, he says, especially varieties, such as 'Akebono,' 'Shirofugen' 

and 'Rancho,' which are all being planted in increasing numbers this year. 

However, 'Kwanzan' is still the mostly widely planted cherry tree in Vancouver. It blooms from the end 

of April into May. 

When an old or damaged street tree is cut down, the gap it leaves is immediately registered on the 

city's tree-planting data bank, the arborist says. 

"So, we know that we have to find a replacement. We inspect the site and make an assessment and 

select the right tree for the spot." 

The park board's tree-planters are right on schedule, says Stephen, and all the new trees should be in 

the ground by March. 

THE 10 BEST STREET TREES IN VANCOUVER 

Vancouver has at least 30 different kinds of street trees, of all shapes and sizes -- ranging from giant 

sequoiadendron, elm, maple, chestnut, oak and liriodendron to robinia, ash, hawthorn, birch, linden, 

beech and hornbeam. 

The 10 trees featured here are among the most attractive, disease resistant, and easy to look after. 

They all produce superb flowers or brilliant foliage or both, making them the prettiest street trees in 

Canada. 

1. Cercidiphyllum japonicum (katsura): A handsome, evenly-shaped deciduous tree, it has small, heart-

shaped leaves that are said to give off the smell of burnt sugar or a toffee-like aroma on warm days in 

fall. 

Where to see it: 6100 Brightwood Place, near Fraserview Golf Club 

2. Magnolia 'Vulcan': Decidous tree with brilliant ruby-red 20-cm flowers. It thrives in every soil type and 

has sturdy upright growth. 

Where to see it: Corner of Beach and Burrard 

3. Parrotia persica 'Vanessa' (Persian ironwood): Upright, vase-shaped, heat-tolerant, disease-resistant 

tree with leaves that turn shades of crimson, orange and gold in fall. 

Where to see it: 500 block of Eighth Avenue 

Page 2 of 3City's urban forest grows by 3,000 more trees

22/01/2011http://www.vancouversun.com/story_print.html?id=4149054&sponsor=



4. Stewartia pseudocamellia (Japanese stewartia): One of the best trees for year-round interest, this 

has large, creamy white, camellia-like flowers in summer and foliage that turns brilliant scarlet in fall. 

Where to see it: 7800 Matheson 

5. Prunus 'Akebono' (ornamental cherry): The pink blossoms of this tree slowly turn to a soft pink-white 

from mid-March to early April. It is one of the most popular cherry trees in spring. 

Where to see it: Rose Garden in Stanley Park 

6. Ginkgo biloba (maidenhair tree): One of the world's oldest trees, with fossil evidence that the ginkgo 

was around at the time of the dinosaurs. In the fall, its distinctive fan-shaped leaves turn bright yellow, 

transforming the canopy into what can look like thousands of fluttering butterflies. 

Where to see it: 100 East Pender 

7. Acer truncatum 'Pacific Sunset': 

Beautiful leafy shade tree that tolerates hot weather and air pollution. 

The leaves turn 

spectacular shades of crimson in fall. 

Where to see it: 500 West 37th 

8. Davidia involucrata (Dove tree): This is also known as the pocket-handkerchief tree because it 

covers itself with pure white paper-tissue-like blooms in May. 

Where to see it: 3506 West 42nd at Collingwood 

9. Cornus kousa 

'Satomi': This member of the dogwood family produces masses of pink flowers in early summer. It likes 

sun and acidic, well-drained soil. 

Where to see it: 2500-2600 block of Charles 

10. Styrax japonica (Japanese snowbell tree): Graceful medium-sized tree that produces an abundant 

flush of pure-white, bell-shaped blooms with yellow centres in late May. 

Where to see it: 3200 Kitchener 
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