
Showcasing Innovation



UniverCity Development Plan
4,500 homes, 10,000 residents and 250,000 sq ft commercial, 
on 160 acres surrounded by a 1,400 acre conservation area.



Goals of the UniverCity community
1) To create a healthy and sustainable community that 

offers its residents a unique and highly livable 
mountaintop and university setting; and

2) To generate long-term revenues for university
endowment funds.



Environment Economy EducationEquity

Four Cornerstones of a
Sustainable Community



UniverCity has been planned to respect the environment 
and the natural heritage of Burnaby Mountain.
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The community design provides easy access for 
residents to get from home to school, work, recreation 
and shopping.



Greenway fingers throughout the community connect 
pedestrian and bicycle pathways.



The community is close to a major bus loop and skytrain 
station and thus accommodates access to any location 
within the Lower Mainland. There is also a car sharing 
cooperative in place.

UniverCity residents are 
eligible for the Vancity 
community transit pass 
program - the first of its kind 
in Canada.



Landscaped with native plants and rocks, this traffic 
roundabout creates a landmark gateway to the 
community and helps reduce vehicle speed.



Development guidelines ensure healthier, more energy 
and resource efficient homes, designed to suit the 
mountain’s unique climate.



Innovative approaches to stormwater management and 
watercourse protection contribute to a better 
environment.



Pervious pavers direct run-off from asphalt into 
underlying infiltration chambers rather than into 
curbside catch basins. 



The community offers a wide range of housing types 
and tenures including townhouses, non-market 
housing, and apartments for sale and rent.

In up to half of the residences, the zoning permits 
“legalized secondary suites”– perfect for students, 
guests, or relatives.
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All residents belong to the SFU Community 
Association with access to SFU recreational facilities, 
library, theatre and childcare.



Locally owned shops and services that are 
encouraged to hire students and local residents.
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Nearby employment opportunities include the 
university (the largest employer in Burnaby), and 
Discovery Park (SFU’s research park).



Revenues derived from the community development
bring economic benefits for the university, students, 
and residents through direct support in core teaching 
and research.



UniverCity offers a focus on lifelong learning, with 
childcare programs, an elementary school, and 
the opportunities afforded by a major university 
next door.
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Connections with the campus research and scientific 
community support monitoring programs to understand ho
the community is developing so that UniverCity can make
informed decisions about:

• stormwater and watershed quality
• green building performance
• community character and social composition



University Highlands, our first neighbourhood, is 
home to approximately 2,000 people.

University Highlands



First 5 parcels developed and occupied in 2005 
(700 units).



Next 4 parcels completed and occupied in 2006 
and 2007 (470 units).
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3 parcels currently under development
(260 units).
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At the heart of the community is UniverCity’s 
beautiful Town Square.

Town Square



UniverCity’s first mixed use building was in place 
when the first residents moved in and offers a 
variety of locally owned shops and services.

The Cornerstone



The mix of commercial and community services
reflect the characteristics of the community, and 
support a diverse population.



Who lives in UniverCity
Community is made up of a mix of British/European and 
Asian origin.

20% of households have children generally under 5yrs old.

1/3 of households has a pet - either
a dog or a cat.

Approximately 1/3 of residents
are associated or have someone
in their household associated

with the university.



More than three-quarters of commuters travel to either 
Burnaby or Vancouver.

About 60% of commuters
travel by private vehicle,
followed by public transit
and then walking.

Almost 2/3 of the
households own just
one vehicle.

1 in 10 households do
not own a private vehicle.



Future Development



Above All. A Community By Design


