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CAVI - Mission Possible !
“A top down bottom up strategy”

“When we try to pick out anything 
by itself, we find it hitched to 
everything else in the universe.”

John Muir

President Teddy Roosevelt & John Muir 
At Yosemite National Park in 1903

“Decision Maker. Visionary” 



Why a Vancouver Island Vision?

 Population Increase
 Climate Change
 Drought / Flood
 Urban Sprawl
 Traffic Congestion (e.g. ‘Colwood Crawl’)

 Habitat & Greenspace Protection
 Food Security



 Ecology can exist without human habitation
 Human habitation cannot exist without ecology!

Convening for Action to Do Business Differently:
Visualize What We Want Our Regions of
British Columbia To Look Like in 50 years 



These ‘guidance 

documents’ are 

Roadmaps 

Towards 

Sustainability:



"British Columbians have one of 
the highest per capita water use rates 

in the world.

The time of abundance is over.

We cannot afford to waste water.”

Choosing to be Water Smart

Reference:
Living Water Smart, Page 73

Source: “Worth Every Penny”
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The New Business As Usual:
Visualize What We Want Vancouver Island to Look Like in 50 years 

CAVI promotes water-centric planning and a 
Design with Nature way-of-thinking and acting 

to create livable communities 
in balance with ecology



Collaboration, a ‘Design with Nature’ approach, and 
re-use of resources are keys to climate change adaptation

 Protect and restore urban ‘green’ space
 Strive for a lighter ‘hydrologic footprint’
 Achieve higher levels of stream, wetland 

and marine environment protection

 Develop compact, complete communities
 Increase transportation options
 Re-use and recycle water, energy and nutrients 

from liquid wastes



"We cannot manage the scale, complexity and 
dynamics of the 21st Century with the tools of the 20th. 

We are at a turning point in world history where new ideas, 
new values, new strategies and new institutional 

arrangements are needed. 

We must find the vision, the leadership, and the creativity 
to collaborate in developing constructive solutions.”

Martin Lees
Secretary General 
The Club of Rome

New Vision - New Priorities



The CAVI network is extensive and expanding. 
It is about a new form of governance; 

and planning “outside the pipe”.  



A Case Study on Collaboration



“The Bowker Blueprint is about reclaiming
‘lost territory’ from damage caused 

as a result of our ‘collective indifference’ 
because we did not consider the values 

of urban streams important.”

Ian Graeme
Friends of Bowker Creek



The Blueprint can create a legacy 
because the players …

 Have the temerity to propose a 
100-Year Vision

 Are willing to act upon this vision

 Have drawn three municipalities  
together to rehabilitate Bowker Creek



The Bowker Creek Blueprint is all 
about a new form of governance:

 First the Vision
 Then Community Involvement
 Then Support from Municipal Decision Makers
 Then Apply ‘Design with Nature’ as a 

Consistent Future Approach to Development



The Wisdom of Age + Experience 
A Place for Our Elders 

"Based upon the cultural tradition of 
First Nations, let us include the 

knowledge and wisdom of our elders as 
we collectively create a sustainable vision 

for Vancouver Island."



Vision and Task

“A vision without a task is but a dream.
A task without a vision is but drudgery.

A vision with a task is the hope of the world.”

Church inscription
Suffolk, England 1786



Mission Possible: 
A 50-Year Vision for Vancouver Island

Why Not?


