
 

2006 ANNUAL BCWWA CONFERENCE AT WHISTLER  
PROGRAM FOR HALF-DAY SESSION ON MAY 2nd ORGANIZED BY THE WATER SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE 

SESSION 
THEME: 

 
Water Sustainability in the South Okanagan 

ABSTRACT: 
The Water Sustainability Committee (WSC) is partnering with the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen, the Real Estate Foundation and the Province to advance a water-centric 
approach to planning in the Okanagan. The process is a demonstration of “convening effectively” from the bottom-up in order to reach interested parties, and in so doing trigger a chain of 
events that will ultimately lead to the adoption and implementation of well-grounded water sustainability principles, policies, programs and practices. 

The purpose in Convening for Action in the South Okanagan is to inform governments and others by engaging with “communities of interest and place” on the topic of water stewardship and 
sustainability. The ‘agricultural legacy’ defines the Okanagan sense of place. So, if a beneficial balance is to be maintained, then it would seem essential that other land uses not impact 
unduly on the agricultural legacy. The key to protecting water is the integration of ‘made in the Okanagan’ principles, policies and programs. 

MODERATOR: Kim Stephens, Program Coordinator, Water Sustainability Action Plan for British Columbia 
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SYNOPSIS OF WHAT WILL BE PRESENTED 

     

1 Erik Karlsen          
&                 
Raymond Fung   
 

Water Sustainability Committee The ACTION in Convening for Action: 
Partners in Water Stewardship and 
Sustainability in the South Okanagan 

For over a decade at the Annual Conference, the WSC has reported back to the BCWWA membership on its activities and 
accomplishments. Since 2003, the WSC focus has been on developing and implementing the Water Sustainability Action Plan 
through a partnership with the Province. This presentation provides context for the Convening for Action in the South 
Okanagan initiative, the foundation that it will provide for Water Balance Management: A Guidebook for British 
Columbia, and the set of cascading presentations that weave a storyline leading into a Panel Discussion. 

2 Tim Pringle Real Estate Foundation of BC Communities in Transition: Balancing 
Settlement with Ecology 

The REFBC has established the Communities in Transition partnership initiative to support values-based planning processes 
that are aimed at a balanced approach to achieving social, environmental, economic well-being --- with inclusive and 
accountable governance --- in non-metropolitan areas of BC. The REFBC and the Province are jointly funding CFA activities 
in the South Okanagan to generate practical inputs about water sustainability. 

3 David Arsenault  
&  
Meggin Messenger 

Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen 
Ministry of Community Services 

Regional Growth Strategy for the South 
Okanagan: Context for Water 
Stewardship & Sustainability 

The number one concern of local South Okanagan residents is the availability and quality of water supply. To better 
understand the water issue, the Regional Growth Strategy and Water Sustainability Committee have agreed to work together. 
Through outreach and education, the goal is to inform and influence practitioners and others to learn more about practices that 
will lead to water sustainability. 

4  “Mini-Summit” 
moderated by Erik 
Karlsen 

 Water for Life and Livelihoods: 
Protecting the Okanagan Agricultural 
Legacy and Strengthening Communities 

The first part will reflect on the continuum of perspectives about growth issues related to settlement. Whether residents prefer 
limited, moderate or unlimited growth, the attendant issues will have to be put into perspective. Communities will have to 
find a way to rationalize their vision about the priorities for land and water.  This session will be built around a panel of 
distinguished presenters, and will be conducted in the style of a "summit" to engage the audience in a dialogue.    

5 “Mini-Summit” 
moderated by Erik 
Karlsen 

 Water for Life and Livelihoods: 
Protecting the Okanagan Agricultural 
Legacy and Strengthening Communities - 
Now What? 

While the preceding part describes the issues and what needs to be done to sustain water for agriculture and urban 
communities, this second part will focus on the “Now What?” question in order to provide a framework to guide further 
conversation, brainstorming and dialogue regarding how tangible water sustainability outcomes may be achieved through 
Convening for Action in the South Okanagan.  The intent is to plant the seeds for a future Okanagan Water Summit, 
possibly to be held in late 2006. This will be achieved in part by drafting a communiqué. 

 


